
Filed Terminated Pending

Cases Defendants
Defendants Per 

Case Ratio Cases Defendants Cases Defendants
1977 398 39,464 52,109 1.3 42,575 55,900 17,025 24,400
1978 399 34,255 45,127 1.3 34,695 46,230 16,084 22,607
1979 516 31,196 41,634 1.3 31,559 42,151 14,959 21,189
1980 516 29,387 39,914 1.4 28,606 38,538 15,211 21,862
1981 515 31,280 42,669 1.4 29,705 40,400 16,387 23,565
1982 515 33,097 45,148 1.4 31,877 43,572 17,671 25,241
1983 515 35,390 48,489 1.4 33,664 45,876 19,291 27,704
1984 515 37,829 52,197 1.4 36,262 49,403 20,882 30,510
1985 575 39,720 53,929 1.4 38,190 51,509 22,396 32,922
1986 575 42,343 58,442 1.4 39,470 53,988 25,262 37,370
1987 575 44,246 59,887 1.4 43,220 58,589 26,061 38,345
1988 575 44,699 61,261 1.4 41,878 55,993 28,753 43,463
1989 575 46,828 64,197 1.4 42,933 59,180 32,671 48,545
1990 575 48,035 65,855 1.4 44,570 60,647 36,131 53,768
1991 649 46,189 65,379 1.4 42,527 59,685 38,970 58,456
1992 649 48,366 68,668 1.4 44,147 62,470 43,781 65,624
1993 649 46,786 65,653 1.4 44,800 64,048 36,064 53,924
1994 649 45,473 62,956 1.4 45,129 62,155 29,045 45,006
1995 649 45,788 64,771 1.4 41,527 57,275 30,589 47,978
1996 647 47,889 67,700 1.4 45,499 62,946 31,128 49,400
1997 647 50,363 70,201 1.4 46,887 65,515 35,632 54,784
1998 646 57,691 79,008 1.4 51,428 70,167 43,500 65,207
1999 646 59,923 80,822 1.3 56,511 75,822 43,689 64,396
2000 655 62,745 83,963 1.3 58,102 77,185 47,609 69,286
2001 665 62,708 83,252 1.3 58,718 77,704 51,667 73,458
2002 665 67,000 88,354 1.3 60,991 80,820 55,705 78,010
2003 680 70,642 92,714 1.3 65,628 85,626 60,532 84,061

 
Sources:  Statistical Table D1AC & DIAD - 1977, D-1 (Cases & Defendants) - 1978 - 1992, D (Cases & Defendants) 1993 - 2003, and Federal Court Management Statistics

Table 3.1
U.S. District Courts.  Criminal Cases and Defendants Filed, Terminated, Pending (Includes Transfers)

Authorized 
JudgeshipsFiscal Year

NOTE:  After increasing steadily from 1979, pending cases decreased after 1993 when cases were excluded where defendants are fugitive for more than one year.  The rise 
in pending cases since 1998 reflects a growing imbalance between filings and terminations.  The criminal caseload has steadily increased since 1994 primarily due to large 
numbers of criminal filings involving immigration, firearms and drug law violations.


