
Criminal

Total 1 Day 2 Days 3 Days 4 to 9 Days
10 to 19 

Days
20 Days & 

Over Total 1 Day 2 Days 3 Days 4 to 9 Days
 10 to 19 

Days
20 Days & 

Over

1988 19,964 12,388 4,991 2,570 1,705 2,651 365 106 7,576 3,359 1,384 1,055 1,414 254 110

1989 20,380 12,058 5,059 2,363 1,671 2,533 356 76 8,322 3,626 1,653 1,102 1,557 273 111

1990 20,393 11,446 4,883 2,242 1,445 2,442 349 85 8,947 3,939 1,707 1,190 1,727 281 103

1991 19,968 10,901 4,883 1,964 1,382 2,265 333 74 9,067 3,751 1,697 1,314 1,883 324 98

1992 20,460 10,756 4,704 1,898 1,321 2,413 328 92 9,704 3,991 1,887 1,345 2,061 316 104

1993 19,592 10,566 4,697 1,801 1,286 2,391 323 68 9,026 3,663 1,689 1,290 1,933 333 118

1994 17,771 10,473 4,758 1,701 1,274 2,379 313 48 7,298 3,201 1,281 891 1,573 269 83

1995 17,816 10,395 4,718 1,732 1,256 2,288 338 63 7,421 3,173 1,249 939 1,653 297 110

1996 17,545 10,343 4,609 1,653 1,276 2,425 317 63 7,202 3,165 1,200 932 1,518 283 104

1997 16,969 10,155 4,459 1,561 1,271 2,449 353 62 6,814 2,945 1,114 885 1,476 293 101

1998 16,196 9,349 4,116 1,479 1,174 2,218 297 65 6,847 3,092 1,183 941 1,298 236 97

1999 14,993 8,532 3,833 1,268 1,076 2,017 293 45 6,461 2,826 1,175 868 1,284 219 89

2000 14,679 7,933 3,639 1,209 976 1,831 238 40 6,746 3,260 1,135 832 1,227 222 70

2001 13,558 6,513 2,675 1,022 869 1,665 249 33 7,045 3,657 1,173 794 1,154 201 66

2002 12,817 6,015 2,527 963 774 1,501 210 40 6,802 3,461 1,173 770 1,152 189 57

2003 12,948 5,830 2,408 941 686 1,515 241 39 7,118 3,586 1,196 860 1,221 188 67

Source: Statistical Table C-8 (C-8C used for 1988 data)

Table 4.4
 U. S. District Courts.  Length of Civil and Criminal Trials Completed 

Fiscal
Year

Total All 
Trials*

Civil

*Includes trials conducted by district and appellate judges only. All trials by magistrate judges are excluded.  Includes trials of miscellaneous cases, hearings on temporary restraining orders and preliminary 
injunctions, hearings on contested motions and other contested proceedings in which evidence is introduced.  

NOTE:  Criminal trials lasting 4 to 9 days increased 45 percent between 1988 and 1992, but have since steadily declined.


